
Dolores Kopel 

Celebration of Life 

 
 

January 8, 1931 – August 19, 2022 

Denver Botanic Gardens, Sept. 25, 2022 

 

  

  



  



Program 
Dottie Lamm. First Lady of Colorado. 

Mary Grace Wake. District Governor, Colorado & Wyoming Optimist Clubs. 

Janet MacFarlane. Wife of J.D. MacFarlane, former Colorado Attorney General, 
State Senator, and State Representative. 

Kathleen, Margaret, and Andrew Kopel.  

Rep. Diana DeGette. United States Representative, 1997–present. Colorado State 
Representative, 1993–97, Assistant Minority Leader. Treasurer of Jerry Kopel’s 
final two campaigns, 1988 & 1990. 

David Kopel. Research Director, Independence Institute. Colorado State Advisory 
Committee to U.S. Commission on Civil Rights. Adjunct Professor of Constitutional 
Law, Denver University. 

Video of the life of Dolores Blanke Kopel. Background music by Jerry Kopel. 

 

Donations 
Persons who would like to make a gift in Dolores’s memory are encouraged to 
donate to either: 

1. The Legal Aid Foundation of Colorado. https://www.legalaidfoundation.org/ 
 

2. The Denver Public Library, Western History Collection. The WHC is the 
repository of the Dolores Kopel Papers, and of the Jerry Kopel Papers. A 
conference room on the fourth floor in the DPL main building is named in 
their honor. Go to: https://www.dplfriends.org/. 
The online form will give you the opportunity in the Comments field to make 
the donation in memory of Dolores Kopel and a that it be used for the 
Western History Collection. The DPL requires targeted donations be a 
minimum of $100. 
 
 
 

https://www.legalaidfoundation.org/
https://www.dplfriends.org/


Further reading 
Jerry and Dolores’s website is http://www.jerrykopel.com. The site contains Jerry’s 
Colorado Statesman columns from 1992 to 2012, and also a detailed guide to the 
Jerry Kopel Papers and the Dolores Kopel Papers in the Western History Collection. 
Additional material will be added to the site, including guides to more of the Jerry 
and Dolores Papers as they are donated. And also a video of today’s event, and of 
Dolores’s burial ceremony. 

 

Family attending today 
David & Deirdre Kopel 

Kathleen Kopel & Héctor Banchs 

Margaret Kopel & Martín Pereyra 

Andrew Kopel & Elena Woughter 

Deborah Berman 

Bob & Denise Howd, Mark Howd 

Chris Dolan & Melissa Taylor 

 

Precedents 
Cornelius & Bess Blanke 

Stephen Kopel 

Jerry Kopel 

  

http://www.jerrykopel.com/


Written materials 
The Hon. Diana DeGette. Tribute to Jerry & Dolores on their 56th anniversary and 
Jerry’s 80th birthday. Congressional Record, June 12, 2008. 

Dolores interviews U.S. Vice-President Alben Barkley about women’s issues. The 
Silver & Gold, Oct. 19, 1950. 

Blanke family moves from Boulder to Denver for Dolores to attend DU Law School. 
Because CU Law did not want women students. Boulder Daily Camera, June 11, 
1951. 

Dolores wins top honors at DU Law. Rocky Mountain News, June 6, 1954. 

“Another Milepoint for Attorney.” Two years after being married in the Colorado 
Supreme Court, Dolores returns to be sworn into the Colorado bar. Rocky Mountain 
News, Sept. 8, 1954. 

“Fashion Show Planners.” Dolores helps organize charity fashion show for Business 
& Professional Women’s Clubs. Rocky Mountain News, 1958. 

“Lawyers Share Love of Work.” Denver Post, Aug. 3, 1960. 

“Dolores (not Jerry) Named U.S. Trustee.” Denver Bar Association Journal, Sept. 
1979. 

“Park Hill Patriot.” Greater Park Hill News, Feb. 2021. 

“Kopel Family Grateful for Recognition.” Denver Public Library newsletter. 

Kopel family background, from David Kopel, Colorado Constitutional Law & 
History (2d ed. 2022). 

Obituary. New York Times, Sunday, Sept. 18, 2022. 

 

 























 
  

 

 

  

 

Kopel Family Grateful for Recognition 
When library supporter Dolores Kopel first saw the bronze-plated sign that reads, "Jerry and 
Dolores Kopel Conference Room" in the Central Library's Western History Genealogy 
Department, she says she was overwhelmed-in a good way. 

Dolores, along with her son, David, recently visited the library to admire the new sign and 
talk about their family's love of books and libraries. 

"The library makes such a difference in people's lives," says Dolores. 

As long-time library donors and users, the Kopel family has always had a love affair with 
books as well as a history of giving back to the community. 

Throughout her life, Dolores Kopel has been a leader in educational, political and civic 
duties, as well as a strong supporter of cultural institutions and her community in general. 

Dolores entered the University of Denver in the sos-a time when there were only three 
women in her law school class. After graduating cum laude and passing the bar exam, she 
opened her own practice and "took whatever work came my way." 

Her law practice spanned SO years, during which time, Dolores not only practiced law, but 
published articles, lectured locally and nationally, and even organized a refresher course for 
students preparing to take the bar exam. Governor Richard Lamm appointed her to be the 

http://denverlibrary.org/


public member of the Real Estate Commission, and Governor Roy Romer appointed her as 
the public member on the Collection Agency Board. 

Dolores and Jerry were both leaders in their field and the community. Jerry passed away in 
2012, and Dolores says he would have also been overwhelmed and grateful to see the sign 
bearing their names at the library. 

Today, Dolores travels to Europe, studies French and still finds time to frequent the Park Hill 
Branch Library. She recalls how much her son, David, who was a voracious reader, loved 
going to the branch as a youngster. 

Dolores laughs and says, "It was easier-and cheaper-to feed his book habit with library 
books!" 

Today, an accomplished lawyer and published author himself, David says he has fond 
memories of walking to the Park Hill Branch Library as a youngster with his father. David 
serves as the research director at the Independence Institute in Denver. And, he still raves about 
the library. 

"It's amazing the resources the library offers," David says, adding that he requests that 
interns in his office use the Western History and Genealogy Department to learn top-notch 
research skills from the staff. "It's good to understand that not everything can be found on 
Google." 

David says it makes him happy to see the signage in one of his favorite locations in the city. 
"It's nice to see the public recognition of my parents." 

While the acknowledgement of their generous gift-giving is appreciated, for the Kopel family 
it's the services their donations provide that warm their hearts. 

Surrounded by books, maps and customers going about their business accessing information, 
Dolores smiles and says, "We just love the library." 

 
 
 

 

 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dedication 

To the memory of my grandparents, Cornelius and Bess Blanke, for emigrating to Colorado, and for 
supporting my mother’s decision to become a lawyer. 

To my mother, Dolores Kopel, and to the memory of my late father, Jerry Kopel. In many decades of 
involvement in government and civic affairs, they worked hard to help Colorado fulfill its constitutional 
values of liberty and the rule of law.  

 
Background 
 
My mother’s family moved from their farm in Iowa to Colorado Springs in the 1940s. At the University of 
Colorado, my mother, Dolores Blanke, met my father, Jerry Koplowitz. A Baltimore native who had 
emigrated to Colorado following service in the Army Corps of Engineers. As a Journalism major, he had 
been advised by the department head to find another field, but he persisted and became managing editor of 
the campus newspaper, the daily Silver and Gold. My mother was a reporter, and many of their dates 
consisted of preparing the next day’s edition. 

She attended the University of Denver’s law school, because DU law school welcomed prospective 
female students and CU law school did not. Meanwhile, my father began a career in journalism, starting at 
the Walsenberg World-Independent, and moving to the Rocky Mountain News. Because the Rocky was a 
morning paper, journalists had to work every evening. Dissatisfied with rarely seeing Dolores, Jerry began 
attending DU law school part-time. They were both outstanding students. After he graduated in 1958, they 
shortened their last names and formed the Kopel & Kopel law firm. They practiced civil law, specializing 
in bankruptcy. Seeing how many bankrupts had been exploited by predatory lending practices led them to 
become champions of consumer credit reform. Their other great issue was civil rights. In northeast Denver, 
they were leaders of the Park Hill Action Committee, which worked successfully for the racial integration 
of Park Hill. 



Early in his career, Jerry worked part-time for the Colorado state archives, and then for the Colorado 
attorney general as a legislative drafter. Some of the photographs of documents you will see in chapter 1 
are those that he saved from being disposed by fire. Burning extra copies of books did not seem right to 
him, especially at the state archives.  

In 1964, Jerry was elected as a Colorado state representative from northeast Denver. In the following 
decades, he compiled an 11–2 election record, and completed his final term of service in 1992. As a 
Democrat, he was in the minority for 9 of his 11 terms, but still passed many important bills. Among his 
early accomplishments were expanding Colorado’s Fair Housing Act (1965) and strengthening of the 
Uniform Consumer Credit Code (1971). With experience, he developed new insights into how laws can 
work against consumers. For example, licensing laws often operate to enrich incumbents and exclude 
potential competitors, thus raising prices for consumers and preventing people from following a trade or 
calling. So Jerry Kopel wrote the first Sunset Law in the United States (1975). Widely copied in other states, 
Sunset Laws declare that regulatory agencies for occupations automatically cease to exist after a term of 
years, unless affirmatively renewed by the legislature. He followed up with the first Sunrise Law, to control 
the creation of new regulatory agencies. He strongly favored regulation to protect consumers, and strongly 
opposed misuse of regulation to harm consumers.  

As the best-informed lawyer in the legislature—and one of the very few legislators who read every bill 
in full before voting—he made countless amendments to Colorado statutes. He worked quietly with 
Democratic, Republican, and Independent legislators to improve the language of their bills and avoid 
unintended conflicts with other statutes.  

He didn’t write the Martin Luther King holiday bill; representative Wilma Webb did that. Jerry’s 
expertise in parliamentary procedure made the bill pass, with Jerry’s three-step trap on a series of 
parliamentary motions. At step two, the bill’s supporters called out, “No, Wilma, that’s wrong.” So it 
seemed, until step three sprang the trap.1  

Perhaps most relevantly for readers of this book, Jerry Kopel shepherded more constitutional 
amendments than anyone else in Colorado history. All his amendments were to remove obsolete 
constitutional provisions. While the Colorado Constitution is one of the longest in the United States, it 
would be even longer without him. 

At the suggestion of the dean of DU law school, Jerry created a program to help students prepare for 
the Colorado bar exam. Together, Jerry and Dolores ran their Colorado Bar Refresher for a quarter century. 
For students on the cusp of passage, he provided personal tutoring to improve their essay answers. 

One of the first female lawyers in Colorado, Dolores Kopel in 1972 organized a seven week “Women 
in the Law” seminar at the University of Denver College of Law. A bankruptcy expert, she was appointed 
as the first regional U.S. Trustee in a pilot program created by the Bankruptcy Reform Act of 1979. The 
program was later adopted nationally. Dolores’s region comprised the federal bankruptcy courts of 
Colorado and Kansas. She oversaw the largest bankruptcy in the U.S. at the time, Storage-Tek in 1984. 

She also served as first public member of the Colorado Real Estate Commission and of the Collection 
Agency Board. Jerry and Dolores Kopel were the first married couple on the Board of Governors of the 
Colorado Bar Association.  

They were ardent Colorado patriots. He was Jewish and she was Methodist, and they knew that there 
was much more tolerance of mixed marriage in Colorado than in the places they had come from. They were 
both individualists and thrived in Colorado’s freer spirt. They paid it forward.  

In the 1992 legislative session, when Jerry announced that he would not seek reelection, the Rocky 
Mountain News described some of the causes for which Kopel & Kopel had fought:  

 

 
1 For the House’s consideration of the Senate’s amendments to the bill, Rep. Webb’s motions were, in order: the House 
should adhere to its version of the bill; the House should request a conference committee; the House should concur in 
the Senate amendments. In the written note that rep. Kopel gave rep. Webb: “ADHERE, CONFER, CONCUR.”  See 
Jerry Kopel, Passing the Martin Luther King Holiday, available on the home page of jerrykopel.com (1st published as 
Using rules to pass Martin Luther King bill, COLO. STATESMAN, Feb. 5, 1993). 

http://jerrykopel.com/


State Rep. Jerry Kopel hopes to end his legislative career the same way he launched it 27 
years ago: Prohibiting governments from seizing private property without due process of 
law. 

Ask the Denver Democrat what bill he’s proudest of and he immediately cites the first 
one he pushed through the legislature as a freshman in 1965. It prohibited creditors from 
going to court and garnisheeing wages without a hearing. Until then, they could attach your 
pay at the same time they filed their complaint.2 

This year, his last at the legislature, Kopel is again confronting a greedy government. 
His HB 1219 would prohibit state law enforcement agencies from keeping the cars, cash 
and other goodies they seize from suspects unless they get a conviction.  

 . . .  
“I think he was the most intellectually honest guy I ever served with,” [former 

Republican state senator Steve] Durham said. 
 
Peter Blake, Kopel Fights to Last for Libertarianism, ROCKY MOUNTAIN NEWS, Feb. 10, 1992 (1992 
WLNR 441816).  

My parents never thought of themselves as libertarians. They were John F. Kennedy liberal Democrats, 
optimistic about the ability of affirmative government to promote the common good. They were also 
constitutionalists, and they well knew how big government can rob the little guy. 

In the words of U.S. rep. Diana DeGette (D-Denver), “Jerry and Dolores have had a distinctive lifetime 
at the forefront of Colorado politics, policy, and history and their commitment to public service and the 
betterment of their fellow Coloradans serves as a sterling example for younger generations and those 
entering public policy careers.” 154 CONGRESSIONAL RECORD E1229, E1230 (June 12, 2008). 

They inspired me. Perhaps some of the great Coloradans you meet in this book will inspire you. 
 

 
2 A garnishment is a court order that an employer withhold some of an employee’s wages and give those wages to a 
creditor of the employee. 
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